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JANE STOLLER

“My closet is my idea of  
a fantastic museum.” 

~ Rachel Zoe

CHAPTER 2: 
Closet

For me, home organizing begins with the closet. Maybe it’s because of 
my love of fashion, or maybe it’s because it somehow inherently excites 

me to see freshly ironed shirts hanging in coloured-coded order on the rack. 
Whatever the reason, for me, the best organizing schemes always start with the 
closet. When I was young, I would organize my closet full of stuffed animals 
by size and by colour. Now, I get to organize a closet full of beautiful designer 
clothes mixed with versatile staples and a killer shoe and handbag collection 
that, if I’m being honest, probably cost about the equivalent of a down payment 
on a house. (My parents will probably be disappointed when they read that, 
but I’m sure many of you will understand.) An organized closet takes dedica-
tion and a bit of money to set-up, but maintaining it only takes a few minutes 
a day, and will save endless hours of rifling through racks, drawers, and messy 
piles for that pair of heels you haven’t worn since the last office Christmas 
party. As an added bonus, a well-organized closet helps preserve your clothes, 
so that your favourites can last a lifetime. After all, why spend all that money 
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on designer clothes just to stuff them into an over-packed space, which could 
warp or damage them? If you’re going to invest in high-end pieces, you need 
to protect your investment. And that starts with organizing your closet, and 
giving each item a spot to call home.

How you begin organizing ultimately depends on your current space, 
and of course your budget. If money’s not an issue, and you have plenty 
of space, I would skip this chapter and go straight to your local California 
Closet store to meet with one of their specialized consultants to help build 
your dream closet. California Closets is currently only in the USA, Canada, 
Mexico, and the Dominican Republic; wherever you live, though, there will 
be similar closet manufacturing stores. A basic system will cost approximately 
$10,000USD, and further customization increases the price. It might sound 
like a lot, but if you plan to live in the same home for years and truly want the 
most organized, efficient closet, I think you’ll find the investment worth it.

Of course, not all of us have $10,000 to spend on a closet system, so keep 
reading for other simple, less expensive tips to help you get organized.

Closet Redesign Begins with Space

First, how much space do you have? Do your clothes currently fit where they 
are, or are they all squished together? Do you have enough space for folded 
items? Do you know what items to fold and what to hang? Do you have draw-
ers for items such as socks and underwear? This chapter will provide lots of 
advice about closet types and features, but you’ll need to adjust your plan 
based on your space, what types of clothes you have, and, of course, how many 
clothes you have. To reiterate my organizing mantra: your organized closet 
needs to fit your lifestyle.
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Most houses, condos, lofts, and yurts (yes I do know someone who lives 
in a yurt!) don’t come equipped with enough closet space. Unless you have a 
true walk-in closet, to be properly organized, you’ll probably need to add to or 
alter the space you have. Ikea makes some great wardrobes. Although they can 
be challenging to put together (the well-worn joke about Ikea causing break-
ups isn’t totally unfounded, after all), Ikea wardrobes will provide a solid base 
for most of your clothing needs. Plus, almost every city has an Ikea, and they 
offer great online shopping options, including the option to have someone else 
set-up your items for you (which may be crucial if your relationship is already 
having a rough week). Ikea also offers consultation both in-store and online 
for helping to build your perfect wardrobe; you can also go online and pick 
what you want based on the layout of your existing space. For my readers in 
Switzerland, Interio (interio.ch) also makes fabulous wardrobes. There are also 
a variety of furniture companies in Germany that do some great modern 
wardrobe designs; some even have hinges that close on their own! One of my 
Swiss friends has a self-closing wardrobe system from a German company 
called Moebel Stumpp (moebel-stumpp.de), and I have to say, it’s 
pretty impressive.

I have what I consider to 
be an almost-perfect wardrobe 
system from Ikea that I installed 
in my loft in 2014, when I first 
moved to Zurich. The next step 
will be a house large enough for a 
fully customizable walk-in closet. 
But for now, the loft is an upgrade 

from many of the places I’ve called home in the past, which includes fourteen 
different apartments in seven different cities across two continents. Because 
I move a lot, I’m constantly having to add-on, update, and modify my closet 
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and storage space. But it’s not all bad, because this experience has given me 
some valuable insight into how to use space effectively, and find new and cre-
ative ways to make almost any closet situation work. When I moved to Zurich, 
I soon realized that newer apartments don’t have much closet space—many 
don’t even have so much as a linen closet! This was a new challenge for me, but 
in a way, I was secretly happy—because now, for the first time, I could build 
exactly what I wanted. So, when I moved into my loft, I measured the length 
of an entire wall, got the largest unit possible, and equipped it with white glass 
sliding doors to match my décor.

I also added in all the features I’d needed and wanted my entire life—
including six full-sized drawers, so I’d never need to buy a separate dresser that 
would just take up more space. The end result was, as I said, almost perfect; I 
still store seasonal items in my storage room, and shoes in a separate closet. 
But I think my closet is ideal for the space I have. If you’re thinking about pur-
chasing a wardrobe, I’d recommend working with an associate from the store 
you’re buying from to make sure you’re making the best use of your space. 
Another tip is to get help with the installation. The doors of many wardrobes 
are quite heavy, and if you have high ceilings, and get a 236cm-high unit, it’s 
almost impossible to install it alone. If you try, you might risk breaking some-
thing—on the wardrobe, or on yourself. Back when I was in university, my 
roommate and I almost destroyed her new Pax wardrobe, and barely avoided 
breaking our living room window; it’s a good story now, but it wasn’t such 
a fun experience at the time. Another thing to think about is the depth of a 
wardrobe. Always get the most depth your space (and wallet) can afford; this 
will be really helpful if you have lots of items to fold, and it’ll give you more 
space to install drawers. At Ikea, the deepest size on the Pax wardrobe is 66cm, 
which gives you lots of space to work with.
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Once you evaluate the dimensions of your new or current closet, you 
need to decide which features to put inside. It might sound like a lot of work, 
but trust me—this is the fun part.

I recommend spending time perusing the organizing store of your 
choice to get a feeling for what they offer. Keep in mind the type of clothes 
you own, and what takes up the most space. Do most of your clothes hang, or 
need to be folded? If you mostly wear sweaters and T-shirts, you’ll need a lot of 
shelving. If you mostly wear a lot of collared blouses and dresses, you’ll need 
plenty of hanging space.

When making decisions about interior features, budget is, as usual, a 
significant factor. I splurged on my unit and had LED lighting installed. For 
me, this was worth it, since it provides proper lighting when you’re searching 
for your clothes. Many of the European wardrobe makers also place lighting 
above the wardrobe that’s activated once the door opens.

I’m a big believer in good lighting. Even the most beautifully organized 
closet can be undone by poor lighting that doesn’t let you see what you’ve orga-
nized. A 2014 article by Tim McKeough in The New York Times discussed how 
having good lighting in your closets is as important as a fresh coat of paint; it 
can enhance the value of your home, as it shows attention to detail. The lesson? 
Being organized can be profitable, too! McKeough’s article also suggests that to 
achieve a high-end look, the lighting in your closet should go on automatically. 
Gone are the days when we’d have to use a piece of string attached to a light-
bulb—now it’s all about instant, hands-off illumination. If you choose to have 
permanent wiring in your closet, make sure it’s done professionally; for the 
sake of aesthetics, you don’t want to have any wires showing, and you definitely 
don’t want to get hurt messing with wires and currents. If you don’t want the 
hassle of permanent wiring, there are lots of options for wireless motion sensor 
lighting that you can pick up at your local hardware store. The motion of the 
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light should be activated when you open your closet door. Some LED lights are 
so small, they can be hung up with piece of double-sided tape. The batteries on 
wireless lights are rarely a problem; because your closet is closed most of the 
time, the batteries should last you a while.

Lighting is activated once doors open wider than 20cm

If you don’t need an entire wardrobe system, but still require more 
space, it could useful to go to your local department store and see what’s avail-
able. Walmart, Target, Home Depot, and Bed Bath & Beyond are just a few of 
the many mass market stores offering cheap and effective solutions for closet 
storage. Purchasing a simple clothing rack or stand with a few shelves might 
very well be all you need.

It’s important not to get overwhelmed by all the available closet add-ons 
and features. There are, after all, lots and lots of features you can add, such as 
built-in pant racks, sectioned drawers, pull-out trays, and built-in hooks, just 
to name a few. I would caution against adding too many bells and whistles. You 
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always need to keep in mind your space limitations, and consider whether 
your add-ons will be sustainable. In other words, you need to think about 
what’s going to happen if you get the built-in pant racks, but then decide to 
downsize your pant collection. It sounds silly, but it’s surprisingly easy for a 
change in personal style to create wasted space. That’s why I like to keep things 
simple, and at least slightly versatile. A good way to do that is to start with 
varying heights of hanging rods and shelving.

As a next step, install drawers, 
as these almost always come in handy. 
I prefer drawers that have a glass fin-
ish so that I can quickly see what’s 
inside. Glass means you always have 
to keep the drawers looking pretty, 
but that’s a good habit anyway; pretty 
drawers equals organized drawers 
equals stress-free Monday mornings.

In her book Cupcakes and 
Cashmere (2012), Emily Schuman, one 
of my favourite bloggers-turned-pub-

lished-authors, says that when it comes to your closet, you should always 
‘make it pretty’. Your closet space should make you excited. It should also give 
you peace of mind, the peace of mind that comes from knowing you can find 
everything at a moment’s notice, and that it’ll be in perfect shape—not wrin-
kled from being on the wrong hanger, or improperly folded and stuffed in the 
back of a drawer.
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There are other little ways you can make 
your closet pretty. For instance, you can add 
keepsakes that inspire you, or that entice you 
to spend time enjoying your closet. For me, 
a Louis Vuitton card, given to me by my best 
friend for my 30th birthday, sits in a frame 
inside one of my closet shelves. Alternatively, 
you can find inspiration in the clothes them-
selves. Rachel Zoe, in her book, Living in Style 

(2012), says that the first thing she sees when she looks at her closet is her 
Chanel blazers, which are front and center. That’s definitely a pretty sight.

My closet circa 2005 in my first condo I 
owned in Ottawa: small but functional
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Hangers: Your Most Important Tools

If your perfect closet is filled with wire hangers from the dry cleaner, then it’s 
not perfect. Wire hangers do not make your clothes happy. If you’re still using 
wire hangers, I would strongly advise you to round them up, and bring them 
to the dry cleaners. If they don’t take them back, donate or recycle them. The 
most important thing is to get rid of them—as quickly and decisively as possible.

Quality hangers will last a life-
time, and are essential for preserving 
your clothing. If you’re buying qual-
ity hangers for the first time, it can be 
expensive, so you might to want go in 
stages. Tackle your best or favourite 
items first; for instance, you could start 

with enough wooden hangers for your blazers, and then expand from there. 
As usual: after you determine your budget, you have to assess how much space 
you have. When I have my dream walk-in closet, I’ll use all curved, solid wood 
and padded hangers. But for now, I mix my hanger types based on space and 
what’s going to be hanging on them. Solid wood hangers are best for your outer-
wear, blazers, and blouses; the curve in the hangers helps the jackets keep their 
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shape. My favourite wooden hanger from Ikea is called the Bumerang; the retail 
price is $4.99USD for a set of eight.

After you get some good wooden hangers for your jackets, I’d recom-
mend getting some black velvet wire hangers that can be used for practically 
everything else. They can usually be purchased in bulk, in packs of twenty 
or fifty. These hangers are great, since they don’t take up a lot of space, and 
the velvet texture stops items from slipping. Once you have these two hanger 
staples, you’ll need to assess whether you need pant hangers and/or skirt hang-
ers. Whether or not you need pant hangers will depend on how many pants 
you have, and if they’re separate from your blazers. With matching pant suits, 
pants can be folded by the creases, and draped over the bar of the wooden 
hanger with the blazer on top. Dress pants that don’t have matching blazers 
should be hung separately on pants hangers.

With skirts, it’s always important to hang them on separate skirt hang-
ers, even if they’re part of a matching suit. Unlike pants, skirts don’t usually 
have special creases that can be folded easily over hangers. For example, a pen-
cil skirt of any fabric folded on a hanger will usually acquire an undesirable 
crease. The skirt part of a skirt suit should be hung on a skirt hanger with clips; 
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then you can put that hanger with it’s matching suit jacket. Whether or not you 
can use skirt hangers also depends on the type of skirt. Skirts made of certain 
fabrics, such as silk, satin, chiffon, rayon, polyester, and even cotton, can often 
crease around the hanger clip. To prevent this, Martha Stewart, in her book 
Good Things for Organizing (2001), recommends putting a piece of folded felt 
over the waist of the skirt and under the clip. I use this trick a lot, but being 
considerably less crafty than Martha, I 
don’t usually have a lot of felt in my house. 
So, I use things I do have lots of; in my 
experience, Martha’s felt trick works just 
as well with thicker cocktail napkins and 
even Q-cards.

You should now have an idea of 
your basic hanger needs, which includes a good selection of wooden and felt 
hangers, as well as some skirt and pants hangers as needed. There are several 
other types of hangers that can be added if you can afford them, and if you 
have the space to hang them.

Padded hangers can be a wonderful luxury. If you have enough room in 
your closest, and have many delicate items, padded hangers may be worth the 
investment, as they will never leave dents in even the most delicate fabric. The 
downside is that they take up a lot of space. If you’re lucky enough to have a 
walk-in closet, I would use padded hangers for a few special items, such as a La 
Perla night dress with matching robe, or for your silk camisoles.

You might also acquire special hangers from retailers when you pur-
chase some designer items. I do keep a few original hangers—especially for 
coats—but I never keep them if they’re flimsy or aren’t curved, since any hang-
ers that aren’t curved won’t keep the shape of the clothes.
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One last tip: I prefer wooden hangers with notches along the curve; this 
will keep slippery items on the hanger, and allows you to use the often built-in 
hanging straps on many delicate or strapless tops and dresses. Hangers with 
good notches are a rare but good find.

But if you can’t find hangers with notches, and/or you don’t have any 
felt hangers, there are many other tricks to keep clothes on the hanger. For 
instance, you can sew buttons on your padded hangers to act as strap stoppers; 
you can also wrap rubber bands at the end of hangers to ensure camisoles and 
sun dresses stay put. Always remember that when devising organizing solu-
tions, you’re really only limited by your imagination.

Wooden hanger with a notch—a rare find!

Ikea classic curved Bumerang hanger, comes in White, Natural,  
and Dark wood
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Felt hanger

Hanging vs. Folding

Have you ever grabbed a sweater that you normally hang, and noticed two little 
indents on the shoulder? Have you ever had to frantically iron a delicate cam-
isole that was wrinkled after it was folded? Learning what to hang and what 
to fold can be a bit of a trial and error process; I learned what to do over time 
after making the above mistakes, and many others, with too many beloved 
items. I especially remember how disappointed I was when I wanted to wear 
my Grade 8 graduation gown again a year later, and found that it no longer fit 
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properly after the heavy, sparkly, spandex material was left hanging for such 
a long time. In hindsight, it was probably a good thing that the gown didn’t 
fit, since it looked exactly like it sounds—in other words, like a major fashion 
mistake. Still, though, this experience taught me about how important it is to 
make sure you’re storing your clothes properly. Now I have a comprehensive 
set of rules about what to hang and what to fold based on the fabrics and the 
manufacturer’s recommendations. There will, of course, always be exceptions, 
but I’ll think you’ll find that most of the things you own will fit into the rules 
I outline below.

What to hang?

• Pants with a crease (pants without can be folded)

• Blouses made of any material (iron and button top, middle and 
bottom button)

• Jackets

• Blazers

• Slippery silks and satins

• Clothes made of delicate fabric

• Most dresses

• Camisoles
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What to fold?

• Sweaters

• Knitwear

• T-shirts

• Jeans

• Sweats

• Lingerie

• Special dresses (things that are heavily beaded, or a  
Herve Leger bandage dress)

Beyond this general list, you may have some special items that require 
extra care. When purchasing quality clothing, I always ask if there are any 
special recommendations for how to store and care for it. Often, the retailer 
will already know things about the item that you’d have to figure out through 
that sometimes-deadly process of trial and error. For example, never hang that 
Herve Leger bandage dress, because it will cause the dress to stretch and not 
fit the way it was intended—and the perfect fit is the entire reason you bought 
the dress in the first place! Many high-end retailers, including Herve Leger, 
will also have care instructions available on their websites.
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Sweater folding

  

Lululemon pants folding

  

Jeans folding
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T-shirt folding

Clothing, aka the Reason Closets Were Invented!

Some organizers recommend you go through and edit your entire wardrobe 
before deciding on a closet size. But as far as I’m concerned, the bigger the 
closet, the better. This isn’t just because I love shoes and handbags. It’s also 
because it’s my firm belief that closets should never be filled to the brim; the 
more space you have, the more your clothes can breathe, which will ultimately 
make them last longer. With regard to hangers, you should buy slightly more 
than you need, as you’ll always need extra hangers for new purchases and 
guests. Unless you plan on reducing your entire wardrobe by 75%, then opt for 
the biggest closet your space and budget can afford. 

My house is decorated in a modern minimalist style, but minimalism 
is, I admit, a challenge for me when it comes to clothes. I disagree with many 
professional organizers about that old adage that if you haven’t worn it in 
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over a year, you should toss it. Many quality items will come back in style and 
can be lifetime staples in your closet even if you only wear them once every 
three years. However, when deciding what to keep or toss, it’s important to set 
parameters about what counts as a quality, lifetime piece. Usually, anything 
from a fast fashion store such as H&M, Zara, or Forever 21 can’t really be 
considered a quality item, and may not be worth keeping in your closet if you 
haven’t worn it within a year. Designer items, on the other hand, whether it’s 
a dress from Max Mara, a blazer from Theory, a trench coat from Burberry, 
a blouse from Boss, or sweaters from Helmut Lang, are key items that you’ll 
likely continue to wear throughout your lifetime. 

Are you craving more high quality and/or designer items for your ward-
robe, but don’t have the extra cash yet? My best advice is to go to a high-end 
consignment store in your area, which will have plenty of designer items at 
greatly reduced prices. Alternatively, if you’re a committed bargain-hunter, 
you might also become a regular at a thrift or consignment shop located in a 
posher area of town. I discovered high-end consignment stores while living in 
Vancouver. I would make an effort to visit a certain store on South Granville 
at least once a month, and got to know the employees very well. This store was 
filled with designer goods that, even though they were technically used, almost 
always looked as good as new. I found many great treasures in this store, 
including a Diane von Furstenberg wrap dress, a pair of Gucci Pumps, some 
Todds loafers, several Theory shirts, and a particularly wonderful pair of Prada 
suede boots, just to name a few. Now that I’m in Zurich, I have several con-
signment stores on my radar, and I am forever looking for that perfect Chanel 
blazer that I know I’ll find someday—it’s just a matter of time. In Zurich, the 
best shop I’ve found so far is called Luxury Shops; an added benefit of this par-
ticular store is that they list all of their clothes online, and ship internationally 
(luxury-shops.com). Luxury Shops is strict about the items they accept for 
consignment; they have to be in “as new” or “hardly worn” condition. If you’re 
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thinking of selling, you have to bring your items in a few months before the 
relevant season, but there’s no limit on the number of items you can or must 
consign at any given time.

As a general rule, I would advise that you re-organize and evaluate your 
closet twice annually; this will help you to stay fully in control of what you 
have, and knowledgeable about what you need, while ensuring that no excess 
clothing outstays its welcome. To begin the organizing and evaluating process, 
I would get several large bins, or even bags, and label as following:

• Tailor/Clean/Iron—Often you will have items that need to be 
hemmed or dry cleaned.

• Toss—Anything with stains, rips, or is too worn to donate.

• Donate—Always pass along clothing that’s still wearable.

• Consign—If you have many items that are true designer pieces 
and all within two years of purchase, this is a good option to make 
extra cash.

• Storage—For clothes you cannot part with for some reason, but 
that you know you’ll never wear again—think a wedding dress, a 
cheerleading uniform, or even a sentimental T-shirt.

If you choose a rainy day, and get a friend to help, evaluating your 
closet can be a lot of fun. I guarantee it will also turn into a fashion show, in 
which you try to justify why you need to keep a cocktail dress from Marciano 
circa 2004 that you barely fit into. Friends are often good judges of what 
looks good, and they’ll have less emotional attachment to your clothing. 
After several hours—or, depending on your taste for fashion or hoarder 
instincts, several days—of going through your entire clothing collection, 
from pant suits to crop tops to evening gowns, you’ll probably have a lot 
of clothing piled up in the labelled bins or boxes. Immediately discard the 
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items in the “toss” bin, and donate items as soon as possible—before you try 
to sneak something back into your closet. Pre-arranging a pick-up might be 
a good idea, as about 40% of people who de-clutter never manage to get the 
stuff out of their homes. This statistic comes from organizing expert Julie 
Morgenstern, the author of Shed (2009); Morgenstern drew her conclusions 
after polling 23,000 people about their de-cluttering habits. If you don’t 
know where to donate, try finding a non-profit such as the Salvation 
Army (salvationarmyusa.org), Goodwill (goodwill.org), or Excess Access 
(excessaccess.org) that can connect you with local schools and charities in 
need of specific goods.

For the consignment items, you’ll most likely need to make an appoint-
ment with a local store. Keep in mind that richer neighborhoods may expect 
higher-end items. 

For the tailor/clean/iron bin—try to get these items in wearable con-
dition immediately, as you don’t want to have to wait any longer to use them. 
Ironing should be immediate from now on—nothing should ever go into 
your closet wrinkly!

Living in Europe, I’ve also picked up a few tricks from French and 
Italian women who look stylish all the time, but who have a lot fewer clothes 
in their closets than the average North American woman. Many of the 
European-born women I’ve met focus their wardrobes around quality sta-
ples that can be mixed and matched. The outfits assembled from this type 
of wardrobe truly resemble the storefront displays at Prada, Hermes, and 
Max Mara. The Tidy Closet (2013), by Marie-Anne Lecoeur, is a very useful 
book if you’re thinking about making your wardrobe more European. In her 
book, Lecoeur investigates the physiological and psychological side effects 
of being a clutter bug or hoarder, and suggests that when it comes to fash-
ion, the root of most hoarding issues is being too easily enticed by bargains. 
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Lecoeur argues that French women understand the benefits of a simple and 
classic wardrobe, and that their minimalist closets reflect this. For Lecoeur, 
moving to the UK and being surrounded by constant sales made it harder to 
maintain a streamlined closet. I always think about Lecoeur’s story when I go 
to an outlet mall in the US, and suddenly become convinced that I need two 
of everything because it all seems like such a good deal. Inevitably, though, 
many of the clothes I buy at outlet malls I never end up wearing; I really only 
bought them because I was seduced by the discount. To my mind, this is the 
best advice in Lecoeur’s book: “bottom line is, if you do not use it or need it, 
it’s clutter, and it needs to go.”

If developing a more Parisian wardrobe appeals to you, here are a few 
items that Anne Berest, Audrey Diwan, Carloine De Maigret, and Sophie 
Ma, authors of How to be Parisian (2014), say would never be in the closet 
of a Parisian woman:

• Three-inch heels (they prefer six-inch heels)

• Ugg boots

• Logo shirts

• Sweatpants (they say leggings are OK, but Roots joggers probably 
have to go)

• Skimpy tops (they recommend not wearing these after age 15)

• Anything fake

• Material that makes you sweat (nylon, pleather, vinyl)

If you’re trying for Parisian chic, you’ll no doubt have to discard a few 

more things! After reading this book, I let go of a pleather skirt, a few skimpy 

tops, and (sigh) my comfortable Ugg boots. This being said, not everyone’s 

closet needs to survive this list. For organizing to fit your lifestyle, it also has 
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to fit your fashion style. A stylish and very close childhood friend of mine 

said that her wardrobe staples this year were fancy sweatpants (metallic or 

sequins), pleather shorts, and vintage logo shirts in wrestling or superhero 

themes (this friend also happens to be the editor of this bookJ). However, 

regardless of your style, keeping things organized is still a must, and this 

will always involve some editing. The authors of How to be Parisian also 

give advice on the importance of signature pieces in your wardrobe—the 

kind of things that last, and that you can dress up or down and pretty much 

wear with everything. They also list many French life faux pas, several of 

which I’ve been guilty of in the past, such as: over-whitening your teeth, 

over-plucking your eyebrows, wearing too much makeup, matching your 

purse to your outfit, and, worst of all, blaming too many drinks for your 

behavior. However, some of the contradictions in How to be Parisian also 

made me laugh; to me, making sure you get a nice pedicure, but then wear-

ing mismatched underwear, makes absolutely no sense. But, splurging on 

quality signature pieces in my wardrobe certainly does make a lot of sense 

to me. I’ll probably always wish that I’d adopted this policy sooner—like 

back in high school, when I’d spend all my hard-earned summer profits on 

cheap, trendy clothing that barely made it through a season. Remember: 

the less you spend on trendy, poorly made pieces that won’t last, the more 

money you have to spend on high quality pieces.

If you really want to downsize your closet over the span of a year, 

here’s something else you might try, courtesy of Apartment Therapy—a 

great website dedicated to apartment style, DIY ideas, organization tips, 

renovating advice, and much more. First, hang all your hangers the opposite 

way (word of warning: writing this already makes my skin crawl, as I hate 

hangers facing the wrong way). Then, every time you wear something, place 

the hanger the correct way. At the end of the year, whatever is still facing the 

wrong way could be something that needs to go.
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I agree with the importance of regularly editing your closet and keep-

ing only quality staples and what you really wear. But as a Canadian who 

loves both comfort and working out, I will always have many more Lululemon 

clothes than I need. If I could get away with wearing Lululemon every day, I 

probably would. There’s just something about wearing Lululemon clothes that 

makes me happy—I’m pretty sure many of my Canadian friends will know 

what I’m talking about. My European friends still think it’s odd when I wear 

my yoga pants to morning coffee dates, but some things will never change.

What About Everything Else?

Now that we’ve covered the basics of what to hang, what to fold, and how to care 
for your clothes, we need to address the odds and ends—stuff like scarves, belts, 
swimsuits, underwear, and jewelry. But also stuff like activewear, which poses its 
own challenges relative to work clothes and formal wear. Below are some tricks 
I’ve learned and used over the years for dealing with these odds and ends, some 
of which I’ve gleaned from organizing gurus, and some of which I’ve developed 
from simply using items around the house as organizing tools.

Scarves—Although I like to fold my scarves, especially the silk ones, I also use 
scarf hangers. Just be sure to fold your scarves and pashminas before you loop 
them through the holes to avoid excess wrinkles or creasing.
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Folded scarves

 

Scarf hanger’s
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Belts—Belts always get in the way. What to do with them? I use a belt hanger 
that hangs beside my slacks for easy access. Most 
stores that sell hangers now sell some type of belt 
or tie hanger—it’s usually interchangeable. The 
Container Store has the largest selection of belt 
hangers that I know of. In Good Things for 
Organizing, Martha Stewart also suggests that if 
space is limited, you can put hooks on the back 
of a door to hang belts, scarves, and other mis-
cellaneous items. Alternatively, you can also roll 
up your belts and store them in smaller contain-
ers or divided boxes.

Jewelry—There are tons of options depending on how much jewelry you have, 
and if it’s mostly costume, designer, or very valuable. I prefer the latter; I own 
hardly any costume jewelry, as I like to keep my accessories simple. I’ve always 
gravitated towards the famous quote form Coco Chanel, “Before you leave the 
house, look in the mirror and take one thing off.” If you do have a lot of costume 
jewelry, then you might want to get a jewelry box, stackable trays, an over-the-
door jewelry organizer, or even a large jewelry roll. I keep valuable jewelry 
in its original packaging, which usually includes a dust bag. This is especially 
important for silver; silver can easily tarnish, and should be kept close to its 
original cloth bag, which could also double as a cleaning cloth if you’re in a 
pinch to clean the item. I then store all of my jewelry boxes in one larger box 
with a lid. This way, when I leave for an extended period of time, I can take the 
entire box and store it in a safe. If you have very expensive jewelry, you might 
even want to keep it in a safe away from home. I also take notes and pictures, 
and keep receipts from all my jewelry for insurance purposes; I store these 
things in a separate location for security.
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Lingerie—I have a lingerie and nightwear drawer that includes everything 
from sexy articles to flannel pajamas. It’s important to have a drawer dedicated 
to these items, as it separates them from your everyday clothing while also 
keeping them within reach. I keep coordinates together—think matching silk 
slips and robes, and shorts with matching tank tops. Sadly, I don’t have enough 
space to hang all my silk and satin nightgowns. But this would be the ideal 
way to store such things, as silk fabric can wrinkle and slip in drawers. If, like 
me, you don’t have the space, you may need to be prepared for light ironing 
before wearing some of your silky intimates. Which sometimes puts you in 
the awkward position of deciding whether or not to iron something before a 
hot date; as you can imagine, though, my advice is that it never hurts to plan 
ahead. Your lingerie and pajama drawer is also a great place to store other 
“sexy items’’ (you know what I’m talking about) that might otherwise be too 
easily discovered by a guest or a nosy mother.

Bras and underwear—You might want to keep your bras, underwear, lingerie 
and sleepwear all together in the same drawer, or leave a few items hanging. 
This will depend on how much of this stuff you have. Personally, I have a sep-
arate drawer for my underwear and bras. My system is simple. Bras are stored 
with all their matching panties. What I mean by “all,” is that when I buy a new 
bra, I tend to purchase at least three pairs of matching underwear: two thongs 
and one full or bikini-style bottom. I organize all of my everyday underwear 
by colour, and keep it folded neatly beside my bras. I know it may seem fussy, 
but underwear should be folded. I don’t care how small it is, it should be folded 
(see tutorial). It looks nicer, and underwear can wrinkle, too. I don’t think that 
a girl necessarily has to match her bra and underwear every day, but my orga-
nizing gene insists that I at least match the colours.
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How to fold thong underwear

  

Activewear—I’m quite active, and involved in a variety of sports including 
golf, skiing/snowboarding, tennis, running, Crossfit, hiking, and swimming. 
In terms of organizing, this presents a challenge, in that all of these sports 
require different outfits. Ideally, the best solution would be to have a separate 
walk-in fitness closet complete with a Fiji water fridge and kettlebells, a la 
Khloe Kardashian; however, until you reach Kardashian status, there are sev-
eral other ways to organize your activewear. I try to buy sports clothing that 
can be multi-purpose, from brands such as Lululemon and Nike. Nike always 
makes lots of stylish and functional things; and as far as I’m concerned, Drifit 
is always worth shelling out for. I keep all of my activewear in one drawer, and 
have it mostly separated by sport, even though most things are in the “general 
use” section. I keep all of my ski clothing in a separate storage container, and 
when winter comes, I retrieve key items to store in 
my closet. If you don’t have enough space in your 
closet to store your activewear, consider packing 
some things with other sporting activity items. 
For example, prepare a bag with your tennis out-
fits, shoes, racquet and tennis balls. The same goes 
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for golf wear, which can be kept in or close to your golf bag, providing it has 
enough space, and is stored in a cool, dry place.

Bikinis—When I said before that swimming is a sport I partake in, this wasn’t 
a total lie. However, the majority of the time I’m in a bathing suit, I tend to be 
lounging by the pool or seaside in a bikini, occasionally dipping into the water 
just to cool off. I think having several great bikinis that fit your body type is 
very important, and will help make your beach vacation even more memora-
ble. I store all of my string bikinis in individual Ziploc bags so they’re easy to 
grab, and don’t get tangled; you can also use the bag to store wet bikinis if 
you’re in a situation where can’t get back to home base right away to hang 
them. Bikini tops with more structure and wiring shouldn’t be stored in smaller 
bags, as this might affect their shape. I also 
keep all my bikinis together in a labelled 
box. If you never wear a bikini in the winter, 
you could store this box away, but I person-
ally keep the box in my closet; I find that 
whatever season it is, I usually find myself 
needing a bikini. I also keep various cov-
er-ups stored behind my bikini box, neatly 
folded for easy access.

Socks—My socks are very important to me, 
as I take very good care of my feet, and socks are crucial to quality foot care. It 
warmed my heart when I saw that Marie Kondo had an entire section in her 
organizing book The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up (2014) dedicated to 
socks. True to her book’s theme, Kondo argues that socks should be treated 
with as much respect as any other item you own. To paraphrase Kondo, you 
should never tie socks up into balls, since how can your socks rest if they 
haven’t been folded properly? There are so many types of nylons and socks. 
Personally, I always find socks and nylons an organizing challenge, especially if 
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you wear a lot of different weights, colours, textures, and styles. Keeping them 
rolled in a drawer could lead to a disaster when you have to comb through five 
balls of opaque black tights looking for a specific pair. An easy solution to help 
organize socks is to buy all the same socks; this will help to speed up laun-
dry sorting, getting dressed, and organizing. However, if that’s not an option, 
developing a system for organizing socks and nylons is even more important. 
There’s no clear-cut solution to organizing these much needed feet protectors. 
The first step, though, is to keep them in a dedicated spot. A drawer is ideal, 
but a box, bin, shelves, or other spot will do. I have a separate drawer dedicated 
to socks. In this drawer, I sort them by length, fabric, and colour. This way, I’ll 
never lose time searching for socks. The most important thing about storing 
socks is folding them properly. If they’re not folded properly, they’ll never be 
truly organized. Also, don’t go overboard keeping single socks that are miss-
ing a partner. If you get to the bottom on your washing, and the match hasn’t 
shown up, it’s not going to, and you should cut your losses. Widowed white 
sport socks, though, are good to keep, because they can be used for cleaning 
various things; they’re great for grimy places where you’d likely throw out the 
cloth afterwards.

Along with a good store of quality socks, I also keep a variety of nylons 
on hand, as you never want to be in a situation where you don’t have the proper 
stockings for an outfit. In Europe, they still seem to wear stockings all the 
time, even in the summer. If your workplace requires you to wear stockings 
all year round, you will need to stock up on different weights for different 
temperatures. Nylons are difficult to fold, but it helps to get them into squares 
and then stack them with similar colours, then textures. Depending on how 
many nylons you have, you might also need to separate by season and/or type. 
Amazon offers a lot of drawer organizer compartment solutions, and some are 
perfectly fitted for socks; however, you will have to have lots of drawer space 
for this. One final tip is to make sure you discard socks or nylons with runs or 
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holes in them; unless you’re committed to immediately fixing the hole in the 
sock, they’re due for the trash or, in some cases, cleaning or crafts. If you’re a 
parent, you’ll likely already know that there are plenty of great kids’ crafts to 
make out of old socks, such as sock puppets or bean bag animals. If you do 
need to invest in a lot of nylons, preventing holes is a good idea. Wearing slip-
pers in the house will help; also, if you notice a run in your nylons, applying 
clear nail polish will usually help stop it from spreading, at least temporarily.

How to fold socks (step 4 and 5 are optional)

    

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Hats—I don’t have a lot of hats, but I do have a few cowboy hats, a trucker 
baseball hat for skiing, a Nike hat for sports, and a fedora, which can be stylish 
for vacations. I love self-adhesive hooks from Command brand, and use these 
for hats along with a whole host of other things. Command has tons of hooks 
to choose from; they won’t damage any walls or surfaces and can be attached 
in seconds! Always check the weight of what a hook can hold, though, before 
you decide where to put it, and what to put on it.

Umbrellas—Nice umbrella racks are perfect, but hooks in the closet also do 
the trick. I always carry a Knirps umbrella in my purse. This brand is good 
quality, and makes versions that are very compact. Unless you live in a place 
that never rains, a good umbrella is always a smart idea.
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Odds and ends—For these items, you might need to improvise and exper-
iment. A few tips and tricks I’ve learned over the years: vases can double as 
stylish containers; shoe boxes can store things besides shoes; you can make 
your own drawer dividers out of sturdy felt; and glass jars can easily be repur-
posed for those little things that have nowhere else to go. When it comes to 
the individual needs of your unique life and closet, go ahead and try what-
ever looks aesthetically pleasing and can help organize your things and keep 
them looking great. I used to use empty San Pellegrino bottles as boot shapers 
before I bought enough real ones for all my boots. I’ve used vases for many 
things, from holding makeup brushes to storing nylons and bra straps. I’ve 
also painted old wine racks and end tables for extra storage. If you go to your 
local dollar store or flea market, you’ll be sure to find some bargain organizing 
solutions. The possibilities are endless. One word of caution, though: if the 
contents of a box or container aren’t visible, be sure to make a label!

Now that everything has a spot in your closet, you’ll need to make sure 
that you clean your clothes and accessories according to their specific needs. 
As a general rule, I try to wash whatever I can myself, even if that means hand 
washing, as dry cleaners use harsh chemicals that can cause colours to fade, 
and can even make fabric dissolve. Coats will need to be dry cleaned, but not 
excessively. Keep an eye on the manufacturer’s labels for garment care advice. 
In her book Style (2004), Kate Spade gave me simple but invaluable advice on 
how to care for clothes that I’ve been using for years as the building blocks of 
my own system. Below are the general guidelines I try to follow.

• Suits—Dry clean, but not very often.

• Blouses—These I wash and iron myself. For summer blouses made 
of more delicate fabric, I use a mild detergent, and hang to dry 
or lay flat, usually smoothing out the fabric to minimize ironing 
time afterwards.
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• Jeans—Wash inside out, and either dry on the gentle cycle or lay 
flat to dry. Laying jeans flat to dry will mean more ironing time 
later, but it will also preserve the colour longer, especially if you’re 
dealing with dark denim.

• Sweaters—Hand wash. Kate Spade suggests that hand washing is 
actually good for cashmere sweaters, as it prevents residue buildup. 
I usually only dry clean my heavy wool sweaters. If I do wash sweat-
ers at home, I always hand wash them and remove excess water 
with a towel, and then lay them flat to dry. As a rule, you should 
never hang wet wool sweaters, as this will stretch them out and 
cause them to lose their shape. Washing wool sweaters can be time 
consuming, but the good news is that they can sustain many wear-
ings before they really need to be cleaned; airing them out after the 
day will likely keep them fresh until next time. There are many dif-
ferent types of wool, and not all of it comes from sheep. Cashmere, 
one of the most common types of high quality wool, coming from 
the hair of goats, and Angora is made from rabbits. Different types 
of wool will wash differently. I find that Merino wool, which is very 
popular for outdoor/ski clothing because it actually helps to wick 
away moisture, washes quite well versus angora or mohair, which is 
much more difficult to wash, but needs to be washed less.

• Lululemon—As I discussed earlier, I have a lot of athletic wear 
from this brand, and all items come pre-shrunk. However, just to be 
safe, I still wash everything on a cold setting and lay flat to dry. The 
exception is socks and underwear that should be washed with other 
cotton items on a hot setting (see below).

• Lingerie—Delicate or “hand wash” cycle and hang or lay flat to dry.



43

JANE STOLLER

• Bikinis—Hand wash with delicate detergent and hang to dry. A 
delicate detergent is really anything that is free of chemicals; these 
can usually be found at a health food store. Alternatively, a safe 
homemade solution is using 1 cup of baking soda mixed with 1 cup 
of warm water; this solution will clean your delicate clothes without 
harming delicate fibers.

• Silk—Because of its delicate nature, I follow the manufacturer’s 
guidelines. I do find ironing is always required and this should be 
done on a cool setting, sometimes using a cloth as protection; you 
can also iron silk items inside out. A clothes steamer is ideal if you 
have one.

• Cotton, underwear, trouser and sport socks—These items should 
be washed on the hot setting, similar to towels and linens.

Lastly, I’d like to offer one final, very simple tip to help keep you very 
organized and save time for the upcoming work week: plan your outfits. Some 
people plan their meals on Sunday nights to ensure that they eat healthy 
throughout the week. Planning your outfits is also good for you; when you 
make sure that you have a week’s worth of clothes cleaned and ironed in 
advance, you save time and minimize stress, especially on workdays. 

Your day-to-day outfits might get altered due to weather or a change of 
plans, but thinking ahead will still save time. In the April 2015 issue of Harper’s 
Bazaar, I read an article about an art director from New York who decided to 
wear the same thing to work every day to avoid the stress of selecting an outfit. 
She said that because her job was already very creative, she didn’t feel the need 
for creative outfits every day. Her new uniform consisted of fifteen silk white 
shirts, to which she added a black leather rosette under the collar, paired with 
a few black trousers. She might be onto something, but I can’t really imagine 
myself ever feeling comfortable in a “uniform” of any kind. For now, I like to 
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plan and review outfit ideas, sometimes sending selfies to my very fashionable 
friends for advice. I’m sure that by now, my friends have enough selfies of me 
to create their own photo collection, a la Kim Kardashian’s Selfish (2015). 

 Each night, I lay out my outfit for 
the next day. This helps start my day in an 
organized way and with a lot less stress. This 
is especially important if you also need to 
deal with young kids, or if you work out first 
thing in the morning. Having your clothes 
laid out will give you one less excuse not to 
go to the gym, and will hopefully help moti-
vate you. Whatever your life situation: plan-
ning your outfit the night before will give 
you the extra time you need to collect your 

thoughts for the day ahead.
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Shoes: Our Guilty Pleasure

You were probably worried that I forgot about shoes and handbags! Such an 
omission would be a true tragedy. Shoes and handbags are the most important 
part of any outfit. And storing them is often a significant challenge. If you do 
have the luxury of a walk-in closet and are able to customize it, I would include 
lots of shelving for shoes and handbags. We’ve all seen pictures of celebrity 
wardrobes filled with mouth-watering collections of shoes and handbags, and 
in these pictures, the pricey shoes and bags are almost always well-organized 
in a customized space. In Style magazine recently featured twelve amazing 
celebrity closets in one of their online features. Christina Aguilera has two 
closets; her shoes are organized by designer, and she makes room for boots 
on the top. Fergie names her closet “Fergieland,” and it has a boudoir-bou-
tique feel that she designed herself. Her husband Josh Duhamel’s clothes are 
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stored in a separate closet; in a perfect world, I’d do the same, and agree that 
this would probably help keep a marriage strong. Nicky Hilton has what she 
describes as “very organized” couture-filled walk-in closets. Yes, I said closets. 
Maria Carey has over 1000 pairs of shoes, so she has to keep some in storage. 
And Paula Abdul has all her outfits and coordinating accessories numbered 
with tags, so that she can easily pack for trips and events. Architectural Digest 
has also featured celebrity closets, which makes me happy, since it validates my 
own belief that closets are, and should be, an integral part of a home’s design 
and architecture. My mom is an architect, and has come around to this view-
point; she now knows that if I ever build my own home, my closet won’t be a 
door in the corner to hide away clutter, but rather a beautiful, large, special 
space. The next two images are drawings of my future closet, complete with a 
fitness closet for all my activewear.



47

JANE STOLLER



48

Organizing for your Lifestyle: Adaptable Inspirations from Socks to Suitcases



49

JANE STOLLER

But until I build that dream home, I need to use the space I have as 
effectively as I can. And on that note, I have a few ideas about shoe storage that 
anyone can use, whether they have five or five hundred pairs of shoes.

When I have enough space, I store all of my shoes in white nylon cases 
with plastic see-through flaps from Ikea. I have enough of these for all of my 
shoes, but unfortunately for my readers, Ikea does not carry these cases any-
more. They were inexpensive compared to the shoe boxes they now carry, as 
they retailed for around $7.00USD for a pack of four.

However, the new Ikea shoe boxes are much better for stacking, which 
is good, because unless you have a truly enormous closet, you’ll probably be 
stacking. I keep work and formal shoes in my closet, but I keep my sport, 
running, and hiking shoes separately, as they don’t need to be stored in pretty 
boxes. I find the Ikea Bissa shoe cabinets perfect to leave at the entrance of my 
apartment for these types of shoes. Of course, if I had my dream closet with a 
fitness area, my training shoes would be neatly stacked on the shelves; but until 
then, the separate shoe cabinets will do.
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As mentioned, I store my shoes in boxes, and ideally, if you have space, 
the boxes can be kept in your coat closet at the entrance of your home and/or 
in your regular clothes closet. If you have a walk-in closet with cubby holes for 
shoes, then disregard this advice. If you don’t have room for boxes, a hanging 
rack or cubby system could work. If you do use boxes, these can be stacked on 
the floor beneath the lowest hanging coats, and/or stacked from the top shelf. 
Alternatively you can also get boxes or bins and place a picture of the shoes 
on the outside if they don’t have a see-thru flap. Having matching shoe boxes 
makes virtually any closet look organized; it also forces you to keep your shoes 
clean and polished, since you don’t want to risk ruining the boxes by putting 
in dirty shoes. I don’t clean my shoes every day after wearing them, as this 
would be a very time consuming routine. For my Canadian readers especially, 
over-cleaning can be counterproductive. Using too much water to clean debris 
and salt out of leather can weaken leather and make it crack; when you do use 
water on leather shoes, you definitely want to make sure that you don’t dry 
them near a heat source, as this will certainly warp the leather. (I have more 
about boot cleaning for Canadians a bit further down.) But when my shoes 
are dirty or scuffed, I do clean them before putting them away. A trick I use 
to stay motivated is to have my shoe cleaning products within close range, in 
a labelled box in the closet, so that I’ll always be ready to clean and polish my 
shoes. My simple routine is to clean shoes first using a rag designated for shoe 
cleaning (I use old face towels that have been downgraded). Next, if the shoes 
are leather, I apply a thin layer of polish. To avoid needing an exact polish 
match, I usually use clear polish; the added advantage of clear polish is that it’s 
a bit less messy. Then, I find a clean spot on the rag, and start to polish. There 
are several special polish brushes, sponges etc., and you should buy whatever 
you feel works for the shoes that you have. For suede shoes, I have a special 
stain-remover stone. Plus, I always spray shoes with their proper protectant 
when they’re new, and at the beginning and end of each season. Just make sure 
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to use protectants in a well ventilated area, as the fumes are toxic; I sometimes 
even wear a dust mask.

For those of us who enjoy designer shoes, one of the important ques-
tions is: should you keep the boxes? I try to keep the original boxes for many 
designer shoes, including those by Prada, Todds, Christian Louboutin, Stuart 
Weiztman, and Manolo Blahnik (to name a few). However, when I’m travel 
shopping, I don’t always have room to bring home all the boxes.

My best friend knows that 
I’m always sad when I have to dis-
card a perfect pale pink Prada box 
because there’s simply not enough 
room for it in my suitcase. This hap-
pened most recently when I was at 
the Prada outlet in Montevarchi, 
Italy. I’ve since made an additional 

trip to the same outlet and asked them if they had an extra box, explaining how 
the box wouldn’t fit in my Canada-bound suitcase the last time. They gladly 
produced a perfect box, and let me know they always have extras. Apparently, 
I’m not the only shopper in this situation, which is nice to know. If you’re ever 
in Italy, I highly recommend a visit to the world’s largest Prada outlet, called 
“Space Outlet,” along with the nearby “The Mall” for other designer goods set 
in a picturesque setting with wonderful Italian food and wine. Both places are 
shopping heaven. Whenever taking the boxes home just isn’t possible (and 
assuming you’re not able to go back to the same store later and request an extra 
box), your designer shoes can also go in their accompanying shoe bags, and be 
stored in an alternate box or container when you return home.
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What About Winter Boots?

Winter becomes more challenging, depend-
ing on how cold it gets where you live, and 
how many boots you have. I also often wear 
cowboy boots; I love them in both the win-
ter and summer, so I always have a pair 
ready in my shoe closet on the bottom shelf. 
Don’t have cowboy boots? Get some! They’re 
the most versatile boot I own, and maybe 
it’s because I grew up in the countryside, 
or because I lived in Alberta for two years 
(Canada’s version of Texas), but I think they 
look great, and are the most comfortable 
boots I’ve ever owned. Once you get your 

boots, what do you wear them with? That answer is easy: everything! I wear 
my cowboy boots with jeans (skinny, boot cut, flared), summer dresses, jean 
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shorts, skirts, or even Lululemon leggings when coming to and from Yoga 
(or pretending to come from yoga). As far as I’m concerned, the possibilities 
are endless.

In the winter, I adjust the shelving units in my closet wardrobe to accom-
modate my varying boot heights. I also use boot shapers to make sure that my 
boots keep their shape. Boot shapers can be purchased from most department 
stores; the Container Store also makes great, versatile boot shapers that also 
come with a hanger on top. When I store boots for the summer, I always make 
sure to clean them first, and then store them in plastic containers with boot 
shapers inside. I also place a label on the top of the container listing all the 
boots inside in case I need to grab them for some reason during the off-season.

I would apply the same rule for designer boots to keep the boxes for 
their storage protection. Ikea also makes great boot storage boxes that retail 
for $9.99USD; these are long enough for most boots, having a length of 56 cm.

Now, time for some advice about the cleaning and care of boots. Some of 
this might be Canada-specific (or even Ontario-specific), but I’ve learned the 
hard way that you need to take extra steps when/if dealing with salt buildup 
on boots. If you use polish or a regular leather cleaner without using a vine-
gar-based salt dissolver beforehand, the salt becomes basically impossible to 
get out, and will actually crack and/or dissolve the leather over time. My friend 
ruined not one, but two pairs of pricey Frye boots this way. Again, though: salt 
is probably a local problem. It stands out to me because my friend wouldn’t 
have ruined her boots if she’d been able to find some good initial advice about 
cleaning salt out of leather. For cowboy boots, different types of leather con-
ditioner and oil can be used to treat and preserve the leather after cleaning. 
The type of conditioner or oil you use will likely be a personal preference. For 
instance, something like mink oil is great for waterproofing leather, but should 
probably not be used on dressier kind of boots, as it does darken the leather 
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and tends to make you smell a bit like a tack store—which is fine for real cow-
boys, but maybe less desirable for urban cowboys.

Handbags: The Ultimate Storage Challenge

As much as I love shoes, handbags are an even dearer passion. Every day you 
need a handbag, and having a good variety of staples will allow you to com-
plete any look while still being organized and able to carry whatever you need 
for the day or night. In her book The Everyday Supermodel (2015), Molly Sims 
gives some great advice about key handbags that everyone should own. Sims 
says that core handbags include a professional handbag, a carryall tote, a cross-
body bag, and a clutch. Harper’s Bazaar also made a list of the ten bags every 
woman should own. The list included several versions of the classic day bag 
in black and neutral, several “just for fun” weekender bags, and the ultimate 
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handbag, or “Heritage bag” as they called it: a vintage Hermès Birkin bag. 
When my friends and I are forty, we hope to own our own Hermès bag, but for 
now, we’re happy with our Celine, Louis Vuitton, Prada, and Gucci selections. I 
even consider some of my handbags vintage, as I still have my first Gucci black 
tote that I saved up for and purchased in 2002. It’s a classic, and will be used 
for years to come. 

Your handbags don’t have to be designer, but they should be good qual-
ity staples that are versatile. If you still want designer bags, but they’re out of 
reach of your budget, consider buying used. If you go this route, though, I 
would caution you to make sure that you’re buying from a reputable source; 
you might even see if you can get the bag verified from the original retailer to 
make sure it’s not a fake.

Consignment stores are usually very committed to making sure all of 
their items are the real deal. These stores are a great place to buy used hand-
bags, and a used bag can even look better than a brand new one, as signs of 
wear give it character. If you can create a relationship with your local consign-
ment store, they’ll sometimes let you know if a handbag or designer you’re 
looking for arrives.
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Another option is to get a good quality lookalike—which is not the 
same as a fake. Ashneil, for example, makes great quality handbags that are 
very similar to the latest designer looks, while not precisely replicating the 
labels. Ashneil is located in Hong Kong but ships internationally, and has the 
occasional trunk show in New York. I found out about this store from one of 
my favourite travel shopping guides, written by the late Suzy Gersham (more 
on Gersham and her books in the travel chapter).

Ashneil handbag that looks similar 
to Gucci’s Leather Guccissima  
Large Indy Top Handle Bag

Now that you have all of these great staple handbags, you need to figure 
out how to keep them organized. Organizing handbags has challenged me for 
years, and sometimes continues to challenge me to this day. If you’re going 
to build a true walk-in closet system, I’d make sure that the space has shelves 
or cubby holes to store handbags. If you don’t have a walk-in closet, you can 
store your handbags in your entrance hallway on a shelf, or in your wardrobe. 
I prefer to store all of my handbags in their original dust bags to keep them 
free from dust and damage; the dust bags let them hibernate until I need to use 
them again. Due to lack of space, I have my handbags folded and stacked on 
a shelf according to size. I try to keep the dust bag label visible so I can easily 
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reach for a bag if I need it. Hooks, open storage boxes, and magazine stands 
can also make handbag storage unique and organized.


